Renew: Considering Christianity
Session 1: The Stories We Tell

Claim #1:

[ Worldview Definition: Which story do you believe?

Reflection Questions:

L

How do we know this claim is true?

1.




Naturalism

Supernaturalism

. Why are
we here?

. What's
wrong
with us?

. How do
we fix it?

. Why are
we here?

. What's
wrong
with us?

. How do
we fix it?

Claim #2:

Christianity

. Why are we
here?

. What's wrong
with us?

. How do we
fix it?




Q&A Session

Use the space provided below to take notes during the Question & Answer Session.

Weekly Reflection & Application Questions

The content from this class is a lot to process in one sitting. To help you think more deeply about these ideas
and how to apply them to your life, consider answering the following reflection and application questions in
the weeks prior to the next class.

Week 1:

1. Do you think you've spent an adequate amount of time and effort considering Christianity? Why or
why not?
2. Which book/movie/TV show/song best captures the “big story” that you believe about the world and
your place in it?
3. Answer the personal reflection questions from the lesson:
a. What are you ultimately seeking?
b. Who do you trust to deliver it?
c. How's that going for you?
d. How will it make you whole?

Week 2:

1. Think about a major decision you made recently or a memorable behavior you exhibited (positive or
negative).

a. What does that decision/behavior reveal about what you value?
b. What do those values reveal about the story you are believing?
c. Did this decision/behavior align with what you say you believe?

2. Out of the three specific stories we focused on during the class (Enlightenment, Romanticism,
Consumerism), which one do you think influences you the most? What is positive about this
influence? What is negative?

3. When's the last time you can remember thinking about your own mortality? What do you think
happens when you die? Does the way you're living align with that belief?



Week 3:

1. What has been your experience with Christianity? Would you describe that experience as generally
positive or negative?

2. Which part of the Christian story do you find the most attractive or appealing? Which part do you
find the most offensive or hard to accept?

3. Out of the 3 upcoming classes (Scientific, Moral, and Historical Evidence & Objections), which one
are you most intrigued or excited about? Why?

4. Since the next class will discuss scientific evidence for and objections against Christianity, what is one
question that you hope is answered during that teaching?

Resources

Books

e Making Sense of God - Timothy Keller

e Reason for God - Timothy Keller

e  Why God Makes Sense in a World that Doesn’t - Gavin Ortlund

e Surprised by Doubt - Joshua Chatraw & Jack Carson

e Miracles - C.S. Lewis
Articles

e https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/apologetics-age-despair/

e https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/knowing-who-when/
e https://unherd.com/2023/11/why-i-am-now-a-christian/

e https://davidmays.org/BN/WilHidd.html

e https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408496/

Video/Audio
e Essentials of Apologetics, Lectures 1-6 - Dr. Sean McDowell, BiblicalTraining.org
e Richard Dawkins Loves Cultural Christianity - Dr. Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
e The Inconsistency of Rhett’s Critique of Christianity - Dr. Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites
e Dawkins vs. Ali: The Key Takeaway - Dr. Gavin Ortlund, Truth Unites



https://www.amazon.com/Making-Sense-God-Finding-Modern/dp/0143108700/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2P9VPGX6I7LI9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.al8XP7OAzIOYCuKfXClw1VJAOhihbHnBvuQa_99_Y0TGfhhHbVQwh6eiDOqhODyf1-FMCYfWkzRYbvd1W-jln5-LAlx_iWqS8XNOgPWI_65H9klgC8_ok0UhgV1EqYe_dsF825ExCmq00P7MDjzR1lOS6LfGY6lxq9l_zMAz7og4KYpZeBm-9SlJ30qqCSmEsGs9s2A-hBlm_u0d3O3zTmWVtqBqjv9A9noKe3IgZ-w.vntHzT_HFrraykpTzQihOCws2-0Q3bWz3DXvZFwjOFk&dib_tag=se&keywords=making+sense+of+god&qid=1726594643&sprefix=making+sense+of+god%2Caps%2C86&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33N9V8CWQKUAI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BFxefkG1bSSZIqo7G0yNO_DlRjHz9TpXxJS_pNlMRGqzF8M3YhQDebVtyitOkrG6S5rh2CdepJgoyewzsy8oSnxXzKQBJ8cg5J8EVRpb77Xa9T44MUjZTicGgXYGUGPPa_LerCciYIxCDKxFHVeCND7WeGPJ0srnf1DpADniJhqssXUqWeZej-AgqQThNdUITVZOSYQL5M9n0ipZGgVXrHgC3n8tcf8eX7G9uCGq24w.Im3hy-X2k57hVUZjn9QfhE2KBeuExJP_nOF07TcS_wg&dib_tag=se&keywords=reason+for+god&qid=1726594662&sprefix=reason+for+god%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Makes-Sense-World-That-Doesnt/dp/1540964094/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32V6XU9GV598&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ldkp7W0mCgFVw4Jzi77DDObPqZIHjw6ACGAcm0wj4Iu3T3xLpfKWRR2d3QLCEvLYInrXuKSqmUWS_hsKMQwL0eWOUa6iGSHrQX1T3YwO8nU5V3U5rm08Er4HKvjWAuX5pJOzf0QxJHRaS1q32UOWPEtLDb0W4ZEQqVaLecBba7ReVy8w-59GJoC3JmA5_sRmwCprnjKOx2TvF93VyJ6yKQ.XLcwx9tOxxSTMUBSL_iIsYQxShZnfPyirh14QwK1ztc&dib_tag=se&keywords=why+god+makes+sense+in+a+world+that+doesn%27t&qid=1726594681&sprefix=why+god+makes+sense+in+a+world+that+doesn%27t%2Caps%2C103&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Surprised-Doubt-Disillusionment-Invite-Deeper/dp/1587435594/ref=sr_1_1?crid=Y7X3QJNXIZ65&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.18uM44v8_A6NA1stadfjWPY36JU_m1QyVXhTQvo5jKA6aajyagEhVxqTw1Ab4WgU3ylqQhyN2UcWXVMNuNMZYIEEmVmQDV-_Rfcqt1xjOlETFoDgEkZb42dFlUsNlGJTddt9Cg0fEcb-ivn_b8DJM3H7KJhAxmf6Nwt5m08Qii6PgARWj8oVNE3xvsI2HYfr1Nq77S1FweIZR4aNK6T4-HVgpjP_LhWZWOe8krtlD8Q.eKOVdq2wpbB3-lx44CjgAx7cCqltfdm0I46_Ni1kBiU&dib_tag=se&keywords=surprised+by+doubt&qid=1726594714&sprefix=surprised+by+doubt%2Caps%2C98&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Miracles-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060653019/ref=sr_1_1?crid=221649REVGIQV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WmSuJWnWZbrfafd4wVIsu7OlnFzJjOmu0g-HBBHwd81mOxrf6HwrLaN5MJLJbccOmTwccmiSsqRc6I9pdAjw3_ifsg80HF89taA1uSmkhSAwtecU7NX1FtIybVsJ_jSIhLuY72CuhRNWJLTxBXqNOAC16td23cRuHw1HtCGPVigP62RS5GNuFMH0UrRjDEnHbjUg4Ow0autYY6R44CxBiG6pf0i7rCv1-zooOGd-IHI.gsgNTVeybukl6J3xSRJe6KKg16Pojt7RmCYn8Y3EtB8&dib_tag=se&keywords=miracles+c.s.+lewis&qid=1726594752&sprefix=miracles+c.s.+lewi%2Caps%2C91&sr=8-1
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/apologetics-age-despair/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/knowing-who-when/
https://unherd.com/2023/11/why-i-am-now-a-christian/
https://davidmays.org/BN/WilHidd.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4408496/
https://www.biblicaltraining.org/learn/foundations/essentials-apologetics-th202
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Me1d9xD_SPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MClzrQhD27k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ts5rbW1HnGU

